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PROJECT TEAM
Cathy Baker-Eclipse
Project Manager
cathy.baker-eclipse@boston.gov or 617-961-3058

Marchelle Jacques-Yarde
Outreach Coordinator, External Affairs
marchelle.jacques-yarde@boston.gov or 617-961-3006

Stantec Planning & Landscape 
Architecture
Kevin Beuttell, Project Manager

Joshua McFadden
Office of Neighborhood Services
joshua.mcfadden@boston.gov



PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING

MAY 2018
Community Meeting 1

JUNE 2018
Community 
Meeting 2

JULY 2018
Community 
Meeting 3

SUMMER & FALL 2018
Design Development + 
Construction Documents

SPRING 2020 -
2021
Ruggles Street 
Construction

WINTER 2019
Bidding
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SPRING 2019 – SPRING 2020
Construction
Estimated cost of Construction:
$1,450,000

SPRING 
2020
Anticipated 
Park Opening

JULY 2018
Community Meeting 2

SEPT 2018
Community 
Meeting 3

FALL 2018 – FALL 2019 
Design & Engineering
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CITY OF BOSTON PRIORITIES

• Expanding walkable access to parks 

• Addressing equity

• Climate resilience

• Health

• Housing and community building

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Liza’ Email:

Circling back to our conversation on Monday afternoon about the community meeting ppt template - here are some ideas that can be developed for use in talking about how our work fits within the context of citywide initiatives.�
This is a first cut, but I think it should help us all better understand the potential direction of that slide.  The point is to give some context to why the Parks Department Priorities / Goals are what they are.  Before this makes its way into any community meeting presentations, I'm going to confirm w Chris that he's comfortable with restating the 10 min. walk goal. 
�
Expanding walkable access to parks - a public open space within a 10 min walk for all residents.  (Site design implications: this is is why we look at entrance locations & design in existing parks)�
�
Addressing equity - do we have equitable distribution of facilities? investments? capital liabilities?  (Site design implications: do we have the right mix of facilities within a given park?, prioritizing expenditures by project and within a project)�
�
Climate resilience - tree canopy (parks and streets), heat, flooding (coastal and inland), GI�
(Site design implications: adding / preserving canopy, adding other forms of shade, water for drinking and cooling, reduce flooding opportunities, design landscapes that can recover from flooding)
�
Health - providing spaces for people to be active and healthy, supporting recreation programs, mental health and access to green space. (Site design implications: how do we increase use at a park?, do the facilities support desired programming?, can we expand opportunities for both active and passive use?, expand opportunities for access to nature)
�
Housing and Community Building - increased density requires increased quality and / or quantity of open space, parks strengthen communities (Site design implications: parks should serve a diverse group of users, capture and activate under-utilized areas in the park, design vibrant, engaging spaces, consider civic / gathering uses)



PARK & RECREATION GOALS

• Preserve And Protect Existing Trees

• Expand Usable Park Area

• Improve Universal Access

• Enhance Park Visibility

• Improve Access to Parks

• Design Flexible, Multi-functional Park Spaces
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Parks goals



DEWITT PLAYGROUND
Existing Conditions
DEWITT PLAYGROUND
Existing Conditions
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Public Comments from Previous Meeting

• Concerns with violence and homeless hangout
• Basketball Courts are hot and need shade
• Desire for concerts, movies, amphitheater, farmer’s 

market, walking loop/wellness activities, arts 
programs, community gardens, and activities for 
young kids

• 2 full Basketball Courts should stay, 2 ½ courts 
used during tournaments

• Provide lights for basketball (currently ped. lights 
only)

• Increase age range of park users
• Provide a nice lawn area
• Activate the spaces adjacent to the sidewalk
• Coordinate events at the park with the Community 

Center
• Drinking fountains are needed
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Liza’ Email:

Circling back to our conversation on Monday afternoon about the community meeting ppt template - here are some ideas that can be developed for use in talking about how our work fits within the context of citywide initiatives.�
This is a first cut, but I think it should help us all better understand the potential direction of that slide.  The point is to give some context to why the Parks Department Priorities / Goals are what they are.  Before this makes its way into any community meeting presentations, I'm going to confirm w Chris that he's comfortable with restating the 10 min. walk goal. 
�
Expanding walkable access to parks - a public open space within a 10 min walk for all residents.  (Site design implications: this is is why we look at entrance locations & design in existing parks)�
�
Addressing equity - do we have equitable distribution of facilities? investments? capital liabilities?  (Site design implications: do we have the right mix of facilities within a given park?, prioritizing expenditures by project and within a project)�
�
Climate resilience - tree canopy (parks and streets), heat, flooding (coastal and inland), GI�
(Site design implications: adding / preserving canopy, adding other forms of shade, water for drinking and cooling, reduce flooding opportunities, design landscapes that can recover from flooding)
�
Health - providing spaces for people to be active and healthy, supporting recreation programs, mental health and access to green space. (Site design implications: how do we increase use at a park?, do the facilities support desired programming?, can we expand opportunities for both active and passive use?, expand opportunities for access to nature)
�
Housing and Community Building - increased density requires increased quality and / or quantity of open space, parks strengthen communities (Site design implications: parks should serve a diverse group of users, capture and activate under-utilized areas in the park, design vibrant, engaging spaces, consider civic / gathering uses)



Site Context



PROPOSED STREETSCAPE



EXISTING CONDITIONS



OPTION 1a – Preliminary Court Layout



OPTION 1a – Preliminary Park Programming



OPTION 1a – Preliminary Concept



OPTION 1b – Preliminary Park Programming



OPTION 1b – Preliminary Concept



OPTION 2a – Preliminary Court Layout



OPTION 2a – Preliminary Park Programming



OPTION 2a – Preliminary Concept



OPTION 2b – Preliminary Court Layout



Seating and Entry Plaza



Designing for Multiple Age Groups and Activities



Thinking More Broadly About Play



Traditional Park Elements



Fitness / Well-Being



Public Art



Design Concepts

Concept 1a Concept 1b Concept 2a Concept 2b



LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.



May 23, 2018
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions, comments, or concerns regarding the park improvements please contact PM
Questions comments or concerns that are non-design related or if you have interest in starting a friends group, please contact the Outreach Coordinator �
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