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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

The proposed project consists of making modifications to a surface parking lot to 

accommodate the relocation of the existing Taxi Pool facility at Logan Airport.  The 

surface parking lot is located adjacent to the Logan Office Center as shown on the 

attached Location Plan.  The current Taxi Pool is adjacent to the East Boston Memorial 

Park. The relocation of the taxi staging operations is part of a program to improve traffic 

flow at Logan Airport.   

 

The existing surface parking lot was previously used for taxi staging operations during 

construction of the Consolidated Rental Car facility.  At that time, Massport constructed a 

building for the taxi drivers as well as installing infrastructure and site utilities including 

improvements to the stormwater drainage system.  That work was reviewed by the 

Conservation Commission which issued an Order of Conditions in March 2010 under 

DEP File number 006-1223.     

 

As shown on attached drawing ____, site work to be conducted within the 100-foot 

Buffer Zone will consist of the following: 

 Trenching for electrical conduit installation to power vehicle charging stations 

 Electrical transformer and load center pads (concrete) 

 Installation of posts for the charging stations 

 Additional plantings along the Harborwalk 

 

In addition to the above project components, work to be conducted outside of the Buffer 

Zone include constructing a prayer building and smoking shelter.  There will be a raised 

median as shown on Drawing ___ that will have a crushed stone surface and an 

underdrain connected to the existing storm drain.  There is no other drainage work 

proposed. 

 

The tables provided on the plans indicate there will be an increase in pervious area of 

approximately 4100 square feet due to the removal of existing pavement and concrete 

and installation of the pervious median described above.  Stormwater runoff from the 

paved surfaces will flow to the two existing “Stormceptor” stormwater treatment units 

that are designed to removed Total Suspended Solids and petroleum.  

 

Stormwater from the area containing the proposed project site discharges to Massport’s 

West Outfall which is covered under Logan Airport’s National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  Massport operates and maintains pollution control 

equipment at the outfall consisting of a bar screen and oil skimmer unit.  

 

STORMWATER REPORT 

 

Each of the standard contained in the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards 

is addressed below and summarized in the attached Checklist. 
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Standard 1:  No New Untreated Discharges 

As stated above, there will be no new impervious area created by the project and, 

therefore, no new discharges will be introduced into the stormwater system.     

 

Standard 2:  Peak Rate Attenuation 

Because stormwater runoff from the drainage area discharges to Boston Harbor, there is 

no requirement to attenuate the peak rate of runoff.  However, there will be a decrease in 

the runoff rate due to the reduction in impervious area. 

 

Standard 3:  Recharge 

There will be an increase in the recharge rate under the post-development condition due 

to an increase in pervious area including the raised crushed stone median. 

 

Standard 4:  Water Quality 

The proposed Taxi Pool Relocation site is currently a parking lot, and the area is covered 

under NPDES Permit No. 0000787 that EPA issued for Logan Airport in 2007.  The 

permit required that Massport develop and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 

Plan (SWPPP) to address all activities at the airport including parking areas.   

 

The Best Management Practices identified in the SWPPP and adhered to by Massport 

include the following: 

 Pavement Sweeping – The paved areas, including streets and parking areas are 

swept on a continuous basis using vacuum and brush-type sweepers. 

 Maintenance of Drainage Structures – Catch basins and stormwater treatment 

units (e.g. Stormceptors) are inspected on an annual basis and cleaned as 

necessary.  In areas of high sediment loading, filter inserts are installed in catch 

basins. 

 Pollution Control Equipment at Outfalls – The equipment is inspected and 

maintained on a weekly basis, at a minimum. 

 

This site was previously modified from an overflow parking lot to the taxi pool holding 

area in 2010 and the drainage system upgraded at that time included two stormceptor 

systems that will remain.  The TSS removal at that time was calculated at 78%, which 

was attributed to the two stormwater treatment units, and complied with the “maximum 

extent practicable” requirement for redevelopment projects. As the site is going back to 

the taxi pool holding area and no new drainage is anticipated for this project, the TSS 

removal rate will remain at 78%.  

 

Standard 5: Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPLs) 

As stated under Standard 4, Massport has implemented a Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in accordance with its NPDES stormwater permit.  In addition 

to the Best Management Practices (BMPs) listed under Standard 4, the following BMPs 

are in place: 

 Pollution Prevention Team – The SWPPP identifies Massport employees who are 

responsible for implementing and documenting the BMPs. 

 SWPPP Inspections – All areas of the airport are inspected on a monthly basis to 

identify potential pollution sources. 
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 Spill Prevention and Response – Massport has a full-time Emergency Response 

Contractor at the airport. 

 

Standard 6:  Critical Areas 

This standard is not applicable because stormwater from the site does not discharge to a 

critical area as defined by the Stormwater Management Standards. 

 

Standard 7:  Redevelopment Subject to Standards only to the maximum extent           

practicable 

This standard does apply to the Taxi Pool Relocation project as it is considered a 

redevelopment project.  Accordingly, Standard 4 has been met to the maximum extent 

practicable (Standards 2 and 6 are not applicable for the reasons previously stated).   

 

Standard 8: Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation 

Control 

The contract specifications for the Taxi Pool Relocation project will require the 

contractor to install and maintain erosion and sedimentation controls around the limits of 

work.  These controls are shown on plan NOI2 which is attached to the Notice of Intent. 

 

Standard 9:  Operation and Maintenance Plan 

The information required under Standard 9 is contained in the SWPPP that has been 

developed and implemented for Logan Airport.  The SWPPP identifies responsible 

individuals and provides a schedule for routine inspection and maintenance of stormwater 

structural controls.  These controls include catch basins and stormwater treatment units 

which are inspected and cleaned of accumulated sediment on a routine basis. 

 

Standard 10:  Prohibition of Illicit Discharges 

There are currently no sanitary sewer lines within the parking lot area.  During the 

renovation to the existing Taxi Pool building and during the construction of the proposed 

new building, measures will be taken to ensure proper connection of utilities and 

prevention of illicit discharges to the stormwater drainage system. 
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