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February 6, 2018 

Boston Conservation Commission 
City of Boston Environment Department 
Boston City Hall Room 805 
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Re: Notice of Intent 
 Olmsted Park Landscape Improvements 
 Parcel 1001585000 
 Boston, Massachusetts  
 

Dear Commission Members 

On behalf of our client, Boston Parks and Recreation Department (BPRD), Pressley Associates is pleased to submit 
this Notice of Intent (NOI) for the above referenced project. The Boston Parks and Recreation Department (BPRD) 
proposes to rehabilitate this historic and ecologically significant landscape as a pilot project for future rehabilitation of 
woodlands within the Emerald Necklace Parks. The project site is a portion of the southern end of Olmsted Park 
around Wards Pond and on Nickerson Hill within the City of Boston ownership of the park.  

This work is necessary because the existing trails and granite stairways are deteriorated, existing trees require care, 
and upland invasive species are in need of removal and management. A portion of the pathway, approximately 420’ 
linear feet, is being regraded and widened to comply with accessibility standards for trails and to accommodate 
access for safety vehicles.  Various rehabilitation techniques will be used, depending on the exiting conditions. Major 
renovation will only occur where necessary; less intensive methods will be used whenever feasible, as described in 
the attached NOI. Work will occur within the 25-Foot Riverfront Areas of the Babbling Brook and within the buffer 
zone for both Babbling Brook and Wards Pond. No work will occur within the BVW and the BVW will be protected. 
Landscape improvements in the upland areas of the buffer areas include, pruning trees, control of invasive plants, 
and planting of native trees, shrubs, and groundcover herbaceous layer.  

We understand that the next public hearing is scheduled for February 21, 2018. Please call me at (617) 969-1934 
ext. 201, if you want to schedule a site visit or if you have any questions regarding this NOI.  We look forward to 
working with you on this project. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Marion Pressley FASLA RLA 
Landscape Architect 
Pressley Associates Inc 
 
Cc: MassDEP 
Margaret Dyson, BPRD 
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Attachment A 
Project Narrative 
1.0 Project Description 

The Boston Parks and Recreation Department (BPRD) will rehabilitate existing deteriorated trails and 
granite stairways and implement various landscape improvements in the woodlands.  No work will be 
done within bordering vegetated wetlands or land under water.  Landscape Improvement in the upland 
areas of the buffer areas include pruning trees, control of invasive plants, and planting of native trees, 
shrubs, and groundcover herbaceous layer. A portion of the pathway, approximately 340’ linear feet, is 
being regraded and widened to meet accessibility standards for trails and to accommodate access for 
safety vehicles.  Various rehabilitation techniques will be used depending on the existing conditions.  
Major renovation will only occur where necessary; less intensive methods will be used wherever feasible.  
 
Work will occur within the buffer zone of Wards Pond and Babbling Brook as well as in 10,422 square feet 
of riverfront area. 

  
 

 
Fig. 1: MassGIS Orthophoto Olmsted Park Boston, MA approximate scale 1”=200’ City of Boston property line 

 

2.0 Existing Conditions 

Pathways and historic staircases are in deteriorated condition.  Many significant trees require pruning.  
Invasive species are present in many areas of the site. 

Existing Trails:  The existing trails as originally developed in the 1890s were not paved and are still 
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compacted gravel without an edge treatment. The trail width varies, but historically was designed by 
Olmsted in the 1890s as 8’ wide pathways.   

Existing Granite Stairways:  The existing stairways are the original Olmsted designed stairs from the 
1890s.  There are three sets of stairways - one at The Jamaicaway and Perkins St intersection and two 
stairways at Nickerson Hill.  None of the stairs have cheek walls and all three sets have erosion issues on 
one or both sides of the stairs. Not all existing treads are in good condition and settlement has occurred 
as well.  Only two of these stairways are partially within the 100-Foot BVW Buffer Zone. 

Perkins Street Slope: The existing slope is in the upland area and has erosion issues and most of the 
existing vegetation is invasive plant material. The tree canopy in this area is light and this once woodland 
area is lacking minor trees, shrubs, and groundcover layers. The bank needs stabilization including 
planting to prevent future erosion and sedimentation of Wards Pond. Part of this slope is within the 100-
Foot BVW Buffer Zone.  
 
Tree Assessment for High Priority Pruning: Tree Specialists Inc did a tree assessment of the existing 
trees in order to determine which individuals would require high priority pruning or tree removal. No tree 
removal occurs in the resource area. The assessment looked at safety and risk reduction, as well as, 
preservation and stabilization of the tree canopy and regeneration of tree species. Limited work is 
required is within the 100-Foot BVW Buffer Zone and within the 25-Foot Riverfront Buffer Zone.  

 Invasive Plant Assessment for Invasive Plant Management: Tree Specialists Inc. did an invasive 
plant assessment of woody invasives in the upland areas, identifying species and documenting in plan 
form high, medium and low priority species removal areas. Existing invasive plants will only be removed 
within these defined areas some of which are within the 100-Foot BVW Buffer Zone and within the 25-
Foot Riverfront Buffer Zone.  

 

Fig. 2: Invasive Plant Assessment – Tree Specialists Inc. 
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2.1 Wetland Resources:  A full delineation for this site was reviewed and approved by the Boston 
Conservation Commission as part of the Phase I Muddy River Flood Control, Water Quality, and Habitat 
Enhancement, and Historic Preservation Project completed in December, 2001, prepared by CDM. The 
wetland boundaries used here are consistent with that delineation. The delineation was confirmed in 
2017. 

Bordering Vegetated Wetland 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) is defined as: 
“Freshwater wetlands which border on creeks, rivers, streams, ponds, and lakes.  The types of freshwater 
wetlands are wet meadows, marshes, swamps, and bogs.  Bordering Vegetated Wetlands are areas 
where the soils are saturated and/or inundated such that they support a predominance of wetland 
indicator plants. The ground and surface water regime and the vegetational community, which occur in  
each type of freshwater wetland are specified in M.GLc, 131, & 40”  {310CMR 10:55(2) (a)}    
 
Inland Bank 
Inland Bank is defined as: 
 "the portion of the land surface which normally abuts and confines a water body. It occurs between a 
water body and a vegetated bordering wetland and adjacent flood plain, or in the absence of these, it 
occurs between a water body and an upland." {310CMR 10:55}  
 
The boundary of Inland Bank is defined as: 
“the first observable break in the slope or the mean annual flood level, whichever is lower.”  
 
Land Under Water 
Land Under Water is (LUW) defined as: 
“..The boundary of Land Under Water Bodies and waterways is the mean annual low water level. “3210 
CMR 10.56W. 
 
Riverfront Area 
Riverfront Area (RFA) is defined as: 
“the area of land between a river’s mean annual high water line and a parallel line measured 
horizontally…outward from the river and a parallel line located 200 feet away…In tidal “-“/.IX) rivers, the 
mean annual high-water line is coincident with the mean high water line A…. determined under 310 CMR 
10.23.{310 CMR 10.58 (2) } 
 
The City of Boston has a 25-ft Riverfront Area measured from the mean annual high water line. 
 
Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF is defined as:  
“an area with low, flat topography adjacent to the inundated by flood waters rising from creeks, rivers, 
streams, ponds, or lakes.  It extends from the banks of these waterways and water bodies” “310 CMR 
10.57. 
 

3.0 Work Proposed Within Resource Areas and the 100-Foot Buffer Zone 

No work is proposed in Border Vegetated Wetlands, Inland Bank, or Land Under Water. 
 
3.1 Work Proposed in 25-Foot Riverfront Area 
 
The Riverfront Area impacted by this project consists of previously disturbed parkland, which includes 
gravel pedestrian pathways and woodlands.  Work proposed in woodland uplands will include high priority 
pruning and removal of invasive upland plants. The adjacent pathways will be rehabilitated. Pre and post 
existing grades associated with this project will have no change. Erosion control measures shall be 
employed to prevent adverse impacts. 
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3.2 Work Proposed in Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
 
The BLSF impacted by this project consists of previously disturbed parkland, which includes gravel 
pedestrian pathways and woodlands. Work in BLSF will include high priority pruning and removal of 
invasive upland plants. Pre and post existing grades associated with this project will have no change, so 
no loss of flood storage will occur as a result of this project. Erosion control measures shall be employed 
to prevent adverse impacts. Because site grades will not change within the Bordering Land Subject to 
Flooding, no loss of flood storage will occur as a result of this project.  

 
3.3 Work Proposed within 100-Foot BVW Buffer Zone to Inland Bank 
 
The 100-Foot BVW Buffer zone consists of previously disturbed parkland which includes gravel 
pedestrian pathways, woodlands, granite stairways, and boardwalk. Work proposed in woodland uplands 
will include high priority pruning and removal of invasive upland plants. The pathways will be rehabilitated, 
but pre and post grades associated with this project will have no change. This work is designed to 
improve conditions in the park by better stabilizing the Buffer Zone and reducing sedimentation. Erosion 
control measures shall be employed to prevent adverse impacts during construction.  
 

BPRD proposes rehabilitation of approximately 2300’ linear feet of gravel trails located within the 100-
Foot BVW Buffer. The trail will be 8’ feet wide and the 18” inches bordering both sides of the trails shall 
be mulched with 3” inches of pine bark mulch. Because the condition of the existing gravel trails varies 
along their length the following techniques will be used as appropriate. Erosion control measures shall be 
employed during construction to prevent adverse impacts. 

 Trail Renovation: (Approximately 420’ linear feet). The top 2–4” inches of material will be removed. 
Gravel will be added and compacted where needed.  

 Trail Topdressing: (Approximately 1540’ linear feet) Gravel will be placed on the pathway, then 
compacted  in depression or washouts and/or  placed to cover existing roots exposed by erosion to 
restore trails to previous elevations with a smooth grade. 

 Full Depth Reconstruction of Trail: (Approximately 340’ linear feet) existing trail materials will be 
removed and the pathway will be regraded to meet trail standards for accessibility established by the 
Massachusetts DCR Universal Access Program’s Summary of Guidelines for Accessible Trails 
(Based on US Forest Service Trail Accessibility Guidelines May 2006). Gravel will be placed and 
compacted to restore trail to a smooth grade to comply with universal trail accessibility standards.  

 
Granite stairways: Portions of two granite stairways are within the 100-Foot Buffer. All existing units will 
be removed, those in good condition to be reused will be stockpiled on site and damaged units shall be 
removed offsite. New units will be provided as required and will match existing stone stair units. The detail 
for resetting will utilize the original design by Olmsted, which did not have cheek walls and with treads set 
on a compacted dense graded crushed stone sub-base.  The side slopes will be regraded, stabilized, and 
planted with native shrubs and groundcovers from the Olmsted Planting Lists from the planting in the 
1890s. Any adjacent desire lines will be eliminated, regraded, stabilized, and planted. Erosion control 
measures shall be employed during construction to prevent adverse impacts. 

Slope Stabilization: Stabilization of woodland slopes within the 100-Foot Buffer shall include contour log 
placements and the use of compost tubes to stabilize the slope prior to planting of native trees, shrubs 
and groundcover from the Olmsted Planting Lists from the planting in the 1890s. The major areas to 
receive this treatment are the Perkins Street woodland slope, slopes at reset stairways, and desire line 
pathways on Nickerson Hill, which are going to be closed and stabilized to control erosion off the hill. 
Erosion control measures shall be employed during construction to prevent adverse impacts. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

(to be submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection and the 
Conservation Commission when filing a Notice of Intent) 

 
 
 
 
I, Marion Pressley, hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that on February 6, 2018, I 
gave notification to abutters in compliance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, and the DEP Guide to Abutter Notification dated April 8, 1994, in 
connection with the following matter: 
 
 

A Notice of Intent filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act by the City 
of Boston with the Boston Conservation Commission on February 6, 2018 for 
Olmsted Park Landscape Improvements 

 
 
The form of notification, and a list of the abutters to whom it was given and their addresses, are 
attached to this Affidavit of Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      February 6, 2018    
Name                                                                                            Date 
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NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT 

 
 
 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40, you are hereby notified of the following: 
 
A. The name of the applicant is the City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
B. The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent with the Boston Conservation Commission 
seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge or alter an Area Subject to Protection Under the 
Wetlands Protection Act (MGL chap. 131, Sec. 40).* 
 
C. The address of the lot(s) where the activity is proposed is Olmsted Park in the Wards Pond 
and Nickerson Hill Area 
 
D. The Notice of Intent may be examined at the Boston Conservation Commission at the 
Boston City Hall, One City Hall Plaza, 8th Floor Boston, Massachusetts 02201 between the 
hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 
 
E. Information about the Notice of Intent may be obtained from Pressley Associates Inc, 219 
Parker Street Newton, MA 02459, Attn: Marion Pressley or by calling (617) 969-1934 
between 8 AM and 3 PM Monday through Friday. 
 
F. We understand that the hearing will be held on February 21, 2018 at 6 PM in Boston 
City Hall, Rm. 801. 
 
G. Notice of Public Hearing, including its date, time and place will also be published at least five 
(5) days in advance in The Boston Globe and The Boston Herald. You may also contact your 
local Conservation Commission or the nearest Department of Environmental Protection 
Regional Office for more information about this application or the Wetlands Protection Act. To 
contact the Boston Conservation Commission, call 617·635-3850. To contact the Department 
of Environmental Protection, call the Northeast Regional Office at (617) 292·5500. 
 

This project involves work in the 100-foot Buffer to Bordering Vegetated Wetland and the 
Riverfront Area of the Babbling Brook. The project consists of: 
 Pruning of high priority trees 
 Management of invasive vegetation 
 New tree and shrub plantings 
 Restoration of existing granite steps 
 Grading and surfacing of site pathways 
 Improvements at the Chestnut Street entrance and the Perkins Street/Jamaicaway 

entrance. 
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Abutter Notification - List of addresses within 100’ of property 

 
Jamaicaway Tower and Townhouses  
111 Perkins St. 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Junke Liu or Current Resident 
244 Jamaicaway 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Anthony Guarino or Current Resident 
242 Jamaicaway 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
James Evans or Current Resident 
332 Jamaicaway 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Earle Leeder Trust 
PO Box 369  
Brookline, MA  02446 
 
Sherri Schwaninger or Current Resident 
5 Parkwood Terrace 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Alan Thibeault or Current Resident 
6 Parkwood Terrace 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Joshua Cohen or Current Resident 
240 Jamaicaway 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
Evenlyn Barnes or Current Resident 
120 Perkins Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 
 
End  
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