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Existing Front Gardens on Commonwealth Ave adjacent to the Temple (72 Commonwealth Ave, Boston)

PRECEDENTS



Existing Temple Garden



Inspiration for the ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – The LOTUS

• The lotus flower is the icon for the ISKCON

• The lotus flower holds spiritual significance in both Hindu 

and Buddhist traditions



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden Concept Design

• Honoring the founder of ISKCON and Saint Srila Prabhupada

Commonwealth Ave

Temple Entrance Proposed Temple Garden

Proposed Statue

Japanese Holly Hedge

Existing Dogwood Tree

Low Groundcover

Clipped Low Boxwood Hedge

Flower beds

New location for “new” sign

Crushed Granite Path



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – Landscape Style

• French ‘parterre’ garden beds influence

• Adapted to Hindu traditions with the use of garden scrolls with symbolic meaning as seen below in a 

Hindu temple garden in London

• Keeping with the Back Bay architecture and garden traditions



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – Planting Inspirations

• Lotus flower petals defined by low clipped boxwood 

hedge surrounded by low groundcover like 

Pachysandra 

• Petal beds  planted with color (perennials or shrubs or 

annuals)

• Color from flowers ‘Groundcover Rose’ OR

• Color from foliage ‘Coral Bells’ OR

• Seasonal annuals such as ‘Marigold’ in summer and tulips 

in spring

• A low ornamental border fence similar to styles shown 

will be installed to protect the planting from dogs.



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – Other considerations

• The existing dogwood tree will remain but the remaining landscape will be replaced

• The six foot bronze statue (as shown below) will be placed in front of the tree.



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – Other considerations

• The current ISKCON sign will be “replaced” with a new smaller sign ( 3 ft T x 2.5 ft W) and proposed 

to be placed in front left corner of the garden

Current Sign Proposed New Sign



ISKCON Boston Temple Garden – Close up of proposed ISKON sign and statue



ISKON
The International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness

2.5’
6.5’

2’

Painted Aluminum Flush Face 
Post & Panel Signage System

2 1/4” Sqaure post

1’

Founded by 
Acharya A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Boston
Where Srila Prabhupada first stepped foot in America 





Next Steps

• Approval from Back Bay Neighborhood Association and 
Landmarks Commission

• Spring 2017 Implementation



Questions or comments!

ISKCON Contact:

Amit Dixit
adixit@southasianartscouncil.org

City of Boston:

Joseph Cornish
Joseph.Cornish@boston.gov
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